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On the basis of the Hebrew text he gives us a careful revision, or rather 
translation, of thirty-eight Psalms. Where they are arranged in alphabetical 
acrostics in the original he has almost uniformly indicated this in his transla- 
tion, inserting the Hebrew letter in parenthesis immediately following the 
numberings of the verses. The strophical arrangement of the Psalms is also 
presented as well as the poetical form. 

In the examination of some of the best Psalms it is evident that he strove 
to preserve, as nearly as possible, the exact meaning of the original. If any 
criticism were made upon his translations it would be that some of his expres- 
sions appear in slightly stiff and formal, rather than in smooth-flowing English, 
such as we should expect from his pen. But, as a whole, the translations are 
admirable, aud will commend themselves to any student of the Hebrew. The 
superscriptions are regarded as of some value, though the author does not 
slavishly follow them. He does not dogmatically assert in many places his 
opinion on the authorship of the Psalm. He does not, in fact, go as far as 
the facts warrant, being apparently rather overawed by views of the Psalter 
which are just now obtaining such currency in the public press. 

His expositions are very meaty. They abound in epigrammatic expres- 
sions, in proverbial contrasts and comparisons, parallels and suggestive 
imagery, and everything which would tend to fasten the mind of the reader 
upon the one principal thought under survey. Some of his expositions are 
models of their kind, and would many times repay the study of anyone who 
desires to make a success of expository, preaching. The volume is to be 
highly commended in almost every feature as being a most useful addendum 
to the apparatus for the study of the Psalter. Price. 



The Pulpit Commentary: Eiekiel. Two volumes. Introduction by Rev. T. 

Whitelaw, D.D. Exposition by the Very Rev. E. H. Plumptre, D.D., 

Dean of Wells. Homiletics by the Rev. Professor W. F. Adeney, M.A., 

and Homilies by various authors. London : Kegan Paul, Trench, 

Triibner & Co. New York : A. D. F. Randolph & Co. Vol. I. Pp. 

xxxiii and 403. Vol. II. Pp. 490. 

This is one of the series published under the care of the Very Rev. H. 

D. M. Spence, D.D., and the Rev. J. S. Exell, M.A., with introductions by 

various authors. As so many books issued at the present day, it is not dated. 

A book with no date deserves suspicion. In scanning the literature on page 

33 I find one work referred to with a date of 1890. Supposedly it has 

appeared since that date. It contains (1) an elaborate introduction on the life, 

times, mission and character of the Prophet Ezekiel ; (2) on the arrangement 

and contents, the composition, collection and canonicity, the style and literary 

characteristics of the book itself. With all the fulness of its statements one 

cannot but note that the author made a slip on the historical matter discussed 

on page iii ; he speaks of the captive Israelites as being carried away " by 
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Shalmaneser or Sargon." On page v he confuses the first captivity of Jerusa- 
lem by Nebuchadnezzar with the second, in which Jehoiakim was disposed of. 
Other slight inaccuracies of that kind mar but do not invalidate the general 
discussion. Quite an interesting comparison is found on page xxv between 
the Pentateuch and the different chapters of Ezekiel, which shows their com- 
munity of thought and expression. In the body of the commentary we find 
the text missing. Probably this is largely a matter of taste, but it is always 
more convenient for the reader to have a book as near complete as possible. 
If the text had been inserted at the tops of the pages one could readily have 
used each volume by itself without the multiplying of books before him. 
The verses are taken up one by one, and the chief views of the leading 
scholars are cited, from Origen down to Knabenbauer, of Paris. The exposi- 
tion is more accurate than the introduction in reference to its historical back- 
ground and facts, and employs apparently most of the information available 
down to within a few years. The homiletics and homilies are generally 
very sensible and rational expositions of the spiritual thought of the passages, 
and not, as in some earlier commentaries, an entire spiritualizing and alle- 
gorizing of the events. These volumes on Ezekiel are quite commendable, 
and, with care on the part of the student, will serve a valuable purpose in 
giving the thought of this very logical writer among the late prophets. 

The peculiar difficulties of the last nine chapter of Ezekiel have faced 
every expositor. But Dr. Plumptre takes hold of the exposition with a 
master hand, and sees in it probably its true meaning, and does not confuse 
but rather elucidates what has been a source of confusion and mystification to 
many Bible students. Few other books have done more for Ezekiel than is 
done by these two volumes, and no other work has so carefully brought out 
the real spiritual and moral teachings of this great prophet. Price. 



Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges. By S. Oettli (Kurzgefasstes exegetisches 
Kommentar). 

The " Compendious Commentary " on the whole Bible, edited by Strack 
and Z6ckler, some earlier volumes of which are well known to most students, 
is rapidly approaching completion. The new division leaves only the last few 
chapters of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers for the two parts yet to 
be issued. Professor Oettli, of Berne, who is already widely known as an 
extensive contributor to this series, has produced a good book on the lines 
with which readers of Orelli's Isaiah and Jeremiah are familiar. His stand- 
point is modern, but not '* advanced." In regard to the origin of the Penta- 
teuch he comes much nearer to Dillmann than to Wellhausen and his school. 
Each book is prefaced by a careful introduction. That on Deuteronomy, and 
also in some measure that on Joshua, have been written under considerable 
disadvantages, owing to the circumstance that the remainder of the Hexa- 
teuch is in the hands of Professor Strack, with whose opinions in detail Pro- 



